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if too soft, some hard copal, or shellac, or amber is added
to it
It should, however, be understood that in general it is
not to be expected that spirit varnishes will show great
durability. The elasticity imparted by soft resins lasts
only as long as the ethereal oil which they contain; and
when this volatile oil evaporates the film loses the toughness
which was in this way imparted to it.
In practice it is usual to keep in stock solutions of resins
and make mixtures as required. For example, a solution
may contain i part of ruby shellac and 2 parts of go-per-
cent alcohol. If not wanted at once it is not necessary
to filter it, since by standing a few weeks it will clear itself
by settling, and the clear liquid may be drawn off as re-
quired.
For ordinary polishing varnish for tables this solution
may be thinned with an equal volume of alcohol, thus
making a i: 4 solution.
For bookbinder's varnish shellac may be used, either
with alcohol and oil of turpentine alone, or in combination
with dragon's-blood, gamboge, sandarac, and Venice tur-
pentine, equal parts, dissolved in alcohol.
For gold lacquer it is necessary to have, in particular,
solutions of dragon's-blood and of gamboge; if the lacquer
is to be of a reddish tint, or warm gold color, it will contain
more dragon's-blood, but if it is to be of a clear pale
gold color, the proportion of gamboge is increased. In
determining the amount of coloring-matter to use,
samples may be applied to tin-plate, on which the color
will appear as the lacquer dries; by testing in this way,
adding one or the other color, the desired tone may be
secured.